
 Born in 1955 in Bengaluru

 Married to Rohini Nilekani; has two children, Nihar and 
Janhavi Nilekani

 Completed his schooling from Bishop Cotton Boys School 
and St. Joseph High School, Dharwad

 In 1973, Nilekani went to study electrical engineering at 
the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay

 After graduating, Nilekani went to work in 1978 at Patni 
Computers where he was interviewed by fellow Infosys 
founder N.R. Narayana Murthy

 In 1981, co-founded Infosys with Murthy and five others 
with an initial capital of $250

 In 1993, Nilekani and the other founders turned overnight 
millionaires after Infosys went public

 In 2002, Nilekani took over as Infosys’s second CEO after 
Murthy stepped down

 Under Nilekani, Infosys’s revenues increased rapidly, 
touching 50% growth in 2005

 In 2005, Nilekani met Thomas Friedman and came up with 
the phrase, ‘the world is flat,’ which became the title of 
Friedman’s next book

NILEKANI’S JOURNEY
 In 2006, Nilekani was named on Time magazine’s list of 100 

most influential people in the world. He was named on the list 
again in 2009

 Stepped down as Infosys CEO in 2007, became co-chairman

 Came out with his first book, ‘Imagining India’, in 2008

 Left Infosys in 2009 to work on the unique identification 
project for the Indian government

 Stepped down as Unique Identification Authority of India 
chairman in early 2014; ventured briefly into politics by joining 
the Congress party in March 2014

 After his failed stint in politics, Nilekani turned into a prolific 
start-up investor and backed more than a dozen early-stage 
start-ups

 During this period, he also helped develop and launch
the digital payments system Unified Payments
Interface (UPI)

 In July 2017, launched a $100-million venture fund with 
Sanjeev Aggarwal

 In August 2017, returned to Infosys as non-executive 
chairman, 36 years after he co-founded the company


